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as I writ upon the subject to-day, I shall concur in it. I am in 
no hurry, and only request the favour of you to write to Mr. 
Nehill that the vessel may remain until your further orders. 
I am, sir, 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

W. Phillips, 
[to be continued] 



VIRGINIA IN 1637. 



Harvey's Second Administration. 



(Abstracts by W. N. Sainsbury, and Copies in McDonald Papers, 

Virginia State Library, from the British Public 

Record Office.) 



Petition of Richard Nicholas. 

Petition of Richard Nicholas and Joshua Foote, ironmongers, 
to the Lords of the Privy Council. At Sir John Harvey's going 
over to Virginia petitioners furnished him with iron wares to the 
value of upwards of ^45, which he gave his bond to pay in 
January, 1629 (-30), but has altogether denied to pay said 
money tho' often earnestly desired, Pray that their said debt 
may be paid out of the moneys due to said Sir John for his Maj. 
to pay to him. Underwritten is an Order (signed by Edward 
Nicholas, clerk of the Council) requiring Sir John Harvey either 
to give satisfaction to the Petitioners or attend their Lordships 
on Wednesday to show cause to the contrary. March 9, 1635-6. 

{Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, No. 6.) 



Richard Kemp to Secretary Windebank. 

1636, April 11, Point Comfor, Virginia. 
Richard Kemp (Secretary in Virginia) to Secretary Sir Fran- 
cis Windebank. Twenty-one sail of ships have arrived this 
year in James River all good & now going freighted with tobacco 
for the port of London. By the computation of men of credit in 
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the John & Barbary of Ipswich the King's customs amounted 
to ,£3,334 and is well assured that there were other ships able to 
stow more. His Honor may conceive what a revenue might 
issue to the King from this Colony. The seamen, who are here 
the greatest merchants, have ready ways for conveyance of 
their goods custom free, yet if the third were embezzled the 
customs might reach to ^20,000 yearly. If the King had a 
custom house here with a good allowance to a customer it would 
quicken the trade, encourage the building of shipping here, and 
yield an exceeding advancement to the King's profit — for they 
need but to revive an old order that commodities of the country 
should be brought to three stores, it were then impossible to de- 
feat the King of one penny of his customs & it would be a 
wonderful content to the merchants if after his customs here dis- 
charged his Port might be free & a very great benefit for the 
Planter for the reasons stated. Indorsed ' ' rec. 19 June at Hamp- 
ton Court." 

{Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, No. 9.) 



WlNDEBANK TO HARVEY. 

Hampton Court, Jan. 10, 1636-7. 
Secretary Windebank to Governor Sir John Harvey. Upon 
the petition of [Jerome] Hawley* to the King representing the 
prejudice and loss of revenue to his Maj. in Virginia but not 
answered to him since he took the plantation into his own hands 
and the necessity of having a Treasurer who may take care to 
see such Revenues as did heretofore belong to the Company 
duly collected and paid to his Majesty to appoint him the King's 
Treasurer there, as Gov. Harvey will better perceive by his Maj. 
own letters to him and Instructions for the ordaining of that of- 
fice which Hawley will exhibit to the Governor & Council there. 



* Jerome Hawley had been one of the gentlemen in attendance on 
Queen Henrietta Maria, and a councillor of Maryland. He was a brother 
of Henry Hawley, who was for many years Governor of Barbadoes, 
and of William, a signor, in 1650, of the Protestant Declaration of Mary- 
land. He also had a brother, James Hawley, of Brentford, Middlesex, 
Eng., who may have been the person of the name resident in Nor- 
thumberland county, Va., about 1655. 
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His Maj. pleasure likewise is that said Hawley be forthwith ad- 
mitted to the place of a Councillor of Virginia upon his taking 
the oath of allegiance and not otherwise. Doubts not he will 
in conformity with his Maj. commands admit Hawley to both the 
said places accordingly and give him all the assistance he may 
for the recovery of money already in arrears & due to his Maj. 
& for advancing his Maj. revenue in the time to come. 
{Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, No. 34.) 



Jerome Hawley to Edward Nicholas. 

Jan. 4, 1636-7. 

Jerom Hawley to Edward Nicholas. By his Maj. appoint- 
ment he is to carry some "toyles " * over to Virginia and to send 
some deer from thence to his Maj. Desires therefore that he 
would move the Lords [of the admiralty] for a warrant to press 
a ship for this service between 100 and 200 tons burthen, Haw- 
ley paying for same according to his Maj. rates and prices. 

{Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, No. 35.) 



Councillors for Virginia. 

Jan., ? 1636-7. 
A brief note concerning the councillors of State to be nomi- 
nated by his Maj. for Virginia. Inasmuch as the Governor and 
Council of Virginia have represented to the King the Paucity of 
their number and their suit that his Maj. would strengthen their 
number. His Maj. satisfied of the fidelity & ability, diligence, 
& circumspection of Robert Evelin.f Gent, who the King has 

* "Toyles " — traps. 

t Robert Evelyn, son of Robert Evelyn of Long Ditton, and Godstone, 
Surrey, England (an uncle of John Evelyn of Wotton, the diarist and 
author of " Sylva "), was born in 1606; first came to America on an ex- 
ploring expedition with his uncle, Captain Thos. Young, in 1634. In 
1637 he was appointed Surveyor^General of Virginia, and at the same 
time member of the Council. In 1640 he again went to England, and 
in the next year published a pamphlet giving directions for emigrants to 
America. Before this time he appears to have become a resident of 
Maryland, and was commander of Kent Isle, and a member of the 
Assembly of that Colony in 1637-8 and 1642. This is the last mention 
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formerly employed in those parts and conferred upon the office 
of his Maj. Surveyor General there and also of Captain Christo- 
pher Wormeley,* Captain Richard Townshend, f and Captain 
John Sybsye.J who have been recommended as able men for the 

of his name in the records. His brother, Captain George Evelyn, was 
also a prominent man in Maryland, but in 1649 was a resident of Vir- 
ginia and owned a considerable amount of land in James City county. 
Captain George Evelyn had two children, a son, Mountjoy, who married 
into the Robins family, of Northampton county, and a daughter, Rebecca, 
who married, first, Bartholomew Knipe, of Virginia, and secondly (prior 
to 1658), Col. Daniel Parke, Sr., of Virginia, and has many descendants. 

•Captain Christopher Wormeley, son of Christopher Wormeley, of 
Adwick-le-Street, Yorkshire, was Governor of the island of Tortuga in 
1632-35. During the last year it was taken by the Spaniards, and 
Wormerley was accused of carelessness and incompetence in the dis- 
charge of his duty. He appears to have come immediately to Virginia, 
as in 1636 he was a justice of York county, and in 1636-7, probably in 
January, he was appointed a member of the Council. In 1639 and 1640 
he was Commander-in-Chief of Elizabeth City and Charles River (York) 
counties. He was present in Council in March 1642-3, and appears to 

have died soon after. Captain Wormeley married Mary , who 

afterwards married William Brocas, also of the Council. Christopher 
Wormeley bequeathed his large plantation in York county to his brother, 
Ralph Wormeley, ancestor of the Wormeleys of "Rosegill," so it is 
probable that he left no issue. 

t Richard Townshend was born in 1606 or 1607, and came to Virginia 
in 1620, as a medical apprentice to Dr. John Pott. He was a member 
of the House of Burgesses for " The Plantations between Archie's Hope 
and Martin's Hundred," in October, 1628, and in 1630 removed, with his 
wife, two white servants, and three negro slaves to Kiskyacke, the pres- 
ent York county. In 1633 he was a commissioner (justice) for that 
county, and in 1646, presiding justice. In 1636-7 he was appointed to 
the Council. He probably lost his place on the accession of Governor 
Wyatt, for he appears again as a Burgess in April and July, 1642. On 
July 31, 1642, he was again sworn a member of Council and probably 
held the place until his death, though his name does not appear in the 
remaining lists after February, 1645-6. He appears to have made fre- 
quent visits to England, the records showing him to have been there in 
1635 and 1640, and there is on record in York county, under date Feb- 
ruary 10, 1647, a power of attorney from "Captain Richard Townshend, 
of Virginia. Esq., by God's Grace bound for England in the good ship 
Honor, of London," to his friend Rowland Burnham, authorizing him 
to sell any goods, chattells, &c, with the consent of "my dear and well 
beloved wife Frances Townshend." He obtained considerable tracts of 



174 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

Execution of that Service in respect of their Knowledge of the 
affairs of that Country. The King commands the Governor & 
Council there that they be forthwith Sworn of his Maj. Council 

land in York county, called "Townshend's Land," which on March 10, 
1652, were regranted to Francis Townshend, son and heir of Richard 
Townshend, deceased. 

According to an account (Hayden's Virginia Genealogies) drawn up 
by Mr. Langhorn Dade, apparently from old and authentic records, Cap- 
tain Richard Townshend married Frances, daughter of Mr. Baldwin, of 
Glassthorne, Northamptonshire, England. The Dade MSS. states that 

she married, secondly, Jones, and thirdly, Robert Williams. Richard 

and Frances Townshend had two sons, Francis and Robert. The former 
lived in London, and devised a large estate on York and Potomac rivers 
to his uncles, Robert Baldwin, of London, and William Baldwin, of 
Glassthorne, in trust for his mother who was then the wife of Colonel 
Robert Williams. The youngest son, Colonel Robert Townshend, of 
Stafford county, Virginia, married Mary, daughter of Needham Lang- 
home, of Newton-Brownshall, Northamptonshire, England, and had 
two daughters and co-heiresses: 1. Mary, who married John Washing- 
ton, Jr., of Westmoreland county; 2. Frances married, first, Francis 
Dade, of Stafford county, and secondly, Rice Hooe, of the same county. 
Their descendants of the names Washington, Dade, Hooe, and others, 
are numerous. 

There is on record a power of attorney, made a few years after the 
death of Robert Townshend, from his widow Mary, then resident at 
Newton-Brownshall, Northamptonshire, which shows that during her 
widowhood, she returned, at least for a time, to her old home in 
England. 

In regard to Frances, wife of Richard Townshend, two papers re- 
corded in Westmoreland may be noted. One deed, dated December 
28, 1653, from William Baldwin, Gentleman, attorney for his sister, Mrs. 
Frances Jones, widow, conveying to Oliver Balfe, of Virginia, 200 acres 
on Potomac, part of a tract of 2,200 acres granted to the said Frances, 
February, 1650, and a power of attorney, February 20, 1663-4, from 
Frances Williams, authorizing her husband Robert Williams to confirm 
the deed mentioned. 

The tomb of Colonel Robert Townshend at " Albion," King George 
county, bears the following epitaph: " Here lyeth interred the body of 
Robert Townshend, sonne to Mr. Richard Townshend, and husband to 
Mary Townshend, daughter to Mr. Needham Langhorne, of Newton 
Brownshall in Northamptonshire, by whom he had two daughters and 
one son, Frances, Mary, and. Robert Baldwin. He departed this life 
September A. D. 1675, aged 35." 

J John Sibsey-see this Magazine, VIII, 197, 198. 
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of State there — and that the King would continue to Evelin the 
favors granted to. him by his Maj. letters of 10 April, 1634. 
{Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, No. 37.) 



Harvey to Windebanke. 

James City, Jan 28, 1636-7. 

Sir John Harvey to Secretary Windebanke. Herewith pre- 
sents an account of the proceedings since the short time of his 
arrival. Is now with all possible endeavour perusing his further 
instructions in setling the affairs of this disjointed Colony. By 
reason of the much business he cannot fall into particulars, but 
as soon as time will afford him leave he shall at large acquaint 
Windebank with all the passages here. 

Indorsed by Windebank, rec. 13 March. {Colonial Papers, 
Vol. 9, No. 38.) See his letter of 27 Jan., 1636-7. W. N. S. 



Order of Assembly for Keeping an Account of 
Exports. 

Feb. 20, 1636-7. 

Act the 20th of a Grand Assembly holden at James City the 
20th of February, 1636 (-7). Present Sir John Harvey, Gov- 
ernor; Richard Kemp, Secretary; Sergeant Major George 
Donne, Capt. Thos. Purifye, Capt. Henry Browne, Capt. John 
Hobson, Capt. Adam Thorowgood and William Boreas (Coun- 
sellors), together with the Burgesses. That an office be erected 
and an officer appointed by the Governor and Council who shall 
keep a Register of all tobacco and other Commodities Exported, 
that his fee should be 2 d per Cask for tobacco and after the same 
rate for other goods, to be paid to said officer by the Masters 
of ships when they bring in their invoices to the office and to be 
repaid by the Owners of the goods before delivery of them. 
Certified Copy by Rich'd Kemp, Sec. 

{Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, No. 40.) 



Governor and Council of Virginia to the Privy 
Council. 

James City, March 30, 1637. 
The Governor and Council of Virginia to the Privy Council. 
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According to his Maj. instructions to certify to their Lordships 
the names of all masters & merchants of ships who they shall 
find delinquent in not affording sufficient and wholesome food 
and drink to their passengers during their voyage hither bound, 
they herewith present Complaints upon oath from divers persons 
arriving this year in the George against Robert Page, Cape Mer- 
chant and Victualler for said ship. Signed by Sir John Harvey, 
Rich. Kemp, George Donne,* Fr. Hooke and W. Brocas. 

Inclosure. — Four Examinations taken before the Governor & 
Council of Virginia as aforesaid. Certified copies by Rich. 
Kemp, Sec r . 

{Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, Nos. 44, 44 I, 44 II, 44 III, 44 IV.) 



The King to Governor and Council of Virginia. 

Westminster, April 22, 1637. 

The King to the Governor and Council of Virginia. It is not 
unknown unto you how great care we have had of our Foreign 
Plantations as works not only concerning the profit of so many 
thousands of our loving subjects and advantage of trade in gen- 
eral but as places wherein the honor or dishonor of our Nation 
is much interested, which consideration hath led us formerly to 
direct our letters to you for the increase & regulation of trade 
among you. 

Forasmuch as Tobacco is a principal and almost the only com- 
modity returned from Virginia, the King cannot but take notice 
how little that Colony hath advanced in Staple commodities fit 
for their own Subsistence and clothing, whereas Barbadoes & 
other the Caribbee Islands have already begun with cotton, 
wools & other useful Commodities and intermitted for some years 
the planting of tobacco in which they (of Virginia) have wholly 
employed themselves, not being so provident as to plant corn 
and grain Sufficient for their Support whereby they are brought 



•George Donne, son of Dr. John Donne, the poet and Dean of St. 
Paul's, was born May 9, 1605, had an eventful life. He was captured by 
the Spaniards at St. Christophers and was for a time a prisoner at Mad- 
rid. Making his escape, he returned to England and came to Virginia 
with Harvey in 1636-7. He was also Muster-Master-General of Vir- 
ginia. He died in 1641. 
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into So great Straights as they are forced to be supplied by the 
Indians, nay even the Dutch and other Strangers that take ad- 
vantage of their necessities & make a prey of their tobacco not 
only to their great loss but to the purposes of his Maj. just duties 
and profits, which the King conceives likewise proceeds not only 
from irregular government & want of providence, but also from 
some covetous and griping disposition that for particular gain 
hazards the common good of the whole plantation. Has with the 
advice of the Privy Council thought of such redresses as for the 
present seem most material for the better ordering and regulat- 
ing of the plantations. First. That they resolve what quantities 
of good and merchantable tobacco they will undertake to send 
yearly to the Port of London, having relation to more staple 
and honorable commodities, nexte resolve what price and value 
peremptorily to set thereupon that so the poorest of the 
plantations may live as well as the richest; and of some con- 
venient place to bring the tobac:o to as to one or more ap- 
pointed Warehouses from whence it may be carefully shipped 
aboard English shipping, and " a particular " delivered by the 
Master of the Ship to the Lord Treasurer of England or such 
other officer appointed to receive the same — to which service the 
King has specially appointed Jerom Hawley, it being a business 
much concerning his Maj. revenue there. Next that they strictly 
& resolutely forbid all trade with any Dutch ship but upon ex- 
tremity, when bond must be taken to bring said tobacco to the 
Port of London. Lastly because of the many oppressions 
brought upon his Maj. poor subjects by Merchants & others who 
in the time of their necessities took advantage to Sell clothes & 
provisions for their supplies of great & excessive rates & cove- 
nanted to receive payment in tobacco according to the poor & 
low value thereof at that time, which they now exact though the 
rate is doubly or trebly advanced, which we hold an "oppression 
both unlawful & uncharitable, the poor planter by this means 
being in continual slavery for the profit of his Creditors," the 
King commands the Governor & Council of Virginia to call 
every Planter before him and to direct him to set down how far 
they have engaged their Stocks & crops, upon what debts & to 
whom, the times when the debts were made and what is paid, 
that his Maj may advise upon some . course to redeem his poor 
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subjects & to order just & reasonably satisfaction to their cred- 
itors, And because the beginnings of any reformations will seem 
strange and by some refractory and jealous spirits receive oppo- 
sition and disputes, the King Commands the Governor & Council 
carefully to possess every planter and owner with these his Maj. 
resolutions, showing them what helps and ease the King to the 
loss in his revenues has given them already by lessening their 
ordinary duties almost one half, by taking off the charge of 
garbling their tobacco though the ill condition required it, and 
now lately the import of that taken from London to Foreign 
parts. 

All which and more may justly be received upon them if they 
still be resolved to be the Authors of their own Misery and Ob- 
stinately oppose the government & direction that may render 
them able to Subsist with honor and profit to themselves and his 
Maj. Contentment, Whereof if neither you nor they will be 
sensible but refuse with fitting alacrity and obedience to answer 
our expectation, We shall advise with our Privy Council how to 
punish the refractory and to repair our own loss which we sus- 
tain, yet for their goods of all which we expect your speedy 
answer with all conveniency. 5 pp. 

{Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, No. 47.) 



Petition of Ambrose Harmer. 

May 6, 1637. 
Petition of Ambrose Harmar* one of his Maj. Subjects in 
Virginia to the King. That Richard Buck, Minister of God's 
Word in James City died about thirteen years since leaving three 
sons Gershon, Benoni, & Peleg. Two of which sons have ever 
since been in the tuition of petitioner but Benoni who is 21 is an 
ideot & no way able to manage that small estate left him by his 



♦Ambrose Harmer came to Virginia about 1625, and was a member 
of Council in 1639 and 1640. For some reasons he was left out of the 
commission of August 9, 1641, but was a member of the House of Bur- 
gesses at the sessions of February, 1644-5, November, 1645, March, 
1645-6 and October, 1646, and was Speaker of the House at the last 
named session. This is the last appearance of his name in the records. 
He married Jane . 
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father. For as much as this is the first ideot found in that Plantation 
and that there is not yet any provision made for the government 
of such persons and of their Estates m that Colony prays his 
Maj. to grant him the government of said ideot and of his poor 
estate and to grant his royal warrant to the Master & Council 
of his Maj. Court of Wards & Livories to issue a Commission 
for finding an office concerning said ideot in due form. Under 
written is the Kings Order dated 6 May, 1637, granting petit" 
request and directing Lord Cottington, Master of the Wards, to 
give order for effecting the same according to the course of that 
Court here in England. 

{Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, No. 55.) 



Inclosure. May 6, 1637. 

Order of Francis Lord Cottington, Master of the Court of 
Wards and Leveries. To let Ambrose Harmar have a Com- 
mission under the great seal directed to the governor of Virginia 
and two or more gent, in that country to be nominated by the 
petitioner, for the finding of the ideotcy of said Benoni Buck, the 
certificate to be returned into the Chancery here in England to 
the end of grant may be made thereof according to the course 
of the Court of Wards here with such other directions as Mr. 
Attorney of the Wards shall think fit. 18 May, 1637. 

{Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, No. 52.) 



Privy Council to Governor and Council of Virginia. 

May 25, 1637. 
The Lords of the Privy Council to the Governor & Council 
of Virginia. Whereas a petition hath been presented to them 
in the names of John West, Samuel Mathews, John Utye and 
Wm. Pierce,* copy whereof is inclosed. Require them to take 
effectual order that whatsoever goods, servants or cattle of any 
of said petitioners have been taken from any with whom they 
left their estates in trust that same be presently and entirely re- 
stored back upon sight hereof; also to forbear to use or suffer 

* West and his companions had gone to England to answer for their 
part in expelling Governor Harvey. 
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any such course or proceedings against any of the said petitioners 
estates, servants or trustees on that side till further order from 
his Maj. or this Board. "Draft with corrections. 2 pp. 
{Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, No. 53.) 



Inclosure. May 25, 1637. 

Petition of John West, Samuel Mathews, John Utye and Wil- 
liam Pierce to the Privy Council. That in obedience to his Maj. 
command petitioners have been lately sent as prisoners into 
England (Wm. Peirce only accepted who came only a year ago) 
and are given to understand by several letters from Virginia that 
divers of their goods, cattle & servants have been seized on by 
order of Sir John Harvey, upon what pretences petitioners know 
not, which may prove to their utter ruin, pet" having served his 
Maj. in that Colony some twenty, some thirty years. Entreat 
that their distressed estate may be taken into favorable consid- 
eration and a letter speedily written to Sir John Harvey (by a 
ship now ready to sail for Virginia) to restore said goods, serv- 
ants and cattle to those to whom petitioners have left their estates 
in trust with and that said Sir John Harvey may forbear the like 
proceedings without order from their honours or otherwise as 
they may please to direct. 

{Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, No. 53, I.) 



Lord Baltimore to the King. 

May,? 1637. 
Petition of Cecil Lord Baltimore to the King. Whereas his 
Majesty was pleased in the 8" 1 year of his reign to grant petitioner 
& his heirs, under the great seal of England, a tract of land 
called in honor of the Queen Maryland, and whereas petitioner 
is informed upon a representation and petition lately exhibited 
to his Maj. for the renewing of a Virginia Company that the re- 
quest has been granted, and altho' his Maj. signified at the 
Council Board that he will not have petitioners interest in said 
province of Maryland any way impeached by the said intended 
grant of the new corporation yet, that his Maj. doth intend 
thereby to infringe the aforesaid jurisdiction & government 
granted to pet r without which it will be impossible for him to 
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make any profit or benefit by his said Plantation, and ' ' your 
subject" is confident his Maj. will not give way to a thing so 
notoriously tending to his destruction for his quiet enjoying, of 
which said grant pet r hath employed the greatest part of his 
fortune in the prosecution thereof. Prays that he may enjoy the 
full benefit of his said grant and that the attorney & Solicitor 
General have directions that nothing may pass in the now in- 
tended Grant aforesaid nor in other which may any way impeach 
either the jurisdiction government or other interest granted to 
Pet r in the said charter of Maryland. 
{Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, No. 54.) 



June 4, 1637. 

List of the names of the Seamen which Captain John Hopson 
(sic), one of his Maj. Council of Virginia desireth to be exemp- 
ted from the press in regard of his present intended voyage for 
Virginia in the good ship the Unity of the isle of Wight. Wil- 
liam Upton Master. 

(Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, No. 58.) 



Members of the Virginia Council to Be Retained or 

Appointed. 

June? 1637. 
The Names of such of the Council in Virginia which are fit 
to be continued, viz: Richard Kemp,* the Secretary, Thos. 
Purefie, Hugh Bullock and Henry Browne. The names of such 
other persons as are resident in Virginia and are fit to be called 
to the Council there, viz: Francis Epps, Adam Thoroughgood, 

* Notes on Kemp, Purifie (Purefoy), Bullock, Browne, Eppes, Thor- 
oughgood, Hooke, and Brocas have been printed in preceding numbers 
of this Magazine. John Hobson, with Sir Richard Worseley and 
others, obtained, in 1620, a grant from the Virginia Company for lands 
which came to be called "The Isle of Wights Plantation." Hobson 
came to Virgina about this time, but how long he remained is not known. 
In 1637 he was appointed member of the Council of Virginia, and ar- 
rived in the colony from England in that year. His name was included 
in the commission of 1641, but when he died is not .known. 
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Francis Hooke, and William Brocas. Mem. That John Hobson 
hath formerly been in Virginia and is now ready to return thither, 
is also fit to serve as a Councillor. 
{Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, No. 59.) 



SAINSBURY'S ABSTRACTS AND THE COLO- 
NIAL HISTORY OF VIRGINIA. 



In Vol. VII (pp. 187-189, 268-275) of this Magazine, I made 
some remarks on " Sainsbury's Abstracts " as published in Vol. 
VI, and in Vol. VII, Nos. 1 and 2. I now wish to make some 
more remarks on the same subject. 

The second paper under "Virginia in 1628" (Vol. VII, p. 
259), dated March 4, 1628 (that is, March 14, 1629, present 
style), should be transferred to same vol., p. 369, and inserted 
as the first paper under " Virginia in i62g." The letter com- 
plete (an important one) contains about 700, the abstract only 
about 100 words. 

The old style date used by the English government during 
this period was not and is not the correct date. As illustrating 
how hard it is for men to acknowledge an historic error or wrong 
it may be noted that the old style was retained by Englishmen 
for 170 years after the error in time had really been corrected. 
John Bull was finally obliged to adopt the present style in 1752, 
because the old style was not correct; but the error in the dates 
of the records prior to 1752 has not yet been completely cor- 
rected. My experience has convinced me that there will always 
be a confusion of dates in our history from 1606 to 1752, unless 
we adopt the new style date for that period; because the old 
style was and is incorrect, while the new style was and is correct — 
and history should give the correct dates. 

In Vol. VIII. — Harvey's letter to Dorchester of April A, 1631 
(pp. 30-32), should precede the commission of May 24 (O. S.), 
1631, p. 29. I doubt if the documents — "King to governor 0/ 
Virginia'' (pp. 35-36, and "Petition of George Sandys" p. 43, 



